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Scholars program shis gears
Xavier students are no strang-
er to curriculum changes. 
From the addition of  GOA 
and the First Year Seminar pro-
grams to the continual shifting 
of  core requirements, students 
are expected to be versatile and 
patient as the university changes 
what it means to obtain a degree. 
Over the past year, the University 
Scholars core has fallen under the 
cosmetic knife of  the University 
Scholars program (USP) Task 
Force that now emphasizes the 
requirements. 
In the past, the HAB, PPP and 
University Scholars core has been 
intentionally rigorous; requiring 
courses such as calculus and hon-
ors sections of  theology, rhetoric 
and philosophy. 
According to the task force, 
the prestige and the intensity 
of  the program will remain the 
same all the while making the 
curriculum easier for students to 
complete. 
The goal of  the program thus 
far has been to provide students 
-
eral arts degree. According to Dr. 
Stephen Yandell, the new leader 
of  the University Scholars pro-
gram, the changes were made 
to make the Honors core more 
accessible to students while up-
holding the same standard of  the 
previous program. 
-
dents became the key mantra 
embraced by the Task Force,” 
Yandell said. “We wanted stu-
dents to have greater choice in 
what they took and simultaneous-
ly double-down on the program’s 
greatest strength, the Honors 
courses. We wanted students to 
-
-
es—those courses that pushed 
thinking, talking and working 
to deeper levels. We wanted no 
more upgrades or waivers.” 
These changes are, on pa-
per, simple. Students who be-
gan schooling in fall of  2014 or 
earlier will need to complete a 
as honors courses, with no speci-
Students who entered in the 
fall of  2015 will need to com-
well as an honors seminar labeled 
“HONORS 300.” This new sem-
inar focuses on an interdisciplin-
ary approach to a particular sub-
promote discussion and collabo-
ration among a small group of  
honors students. This class will 
senior year. 
One of  the biggest goals in 
developing this new curriculum 
was to make tracking and regis-
tering for these classes easier for 
students. 
the Task Force had to remind 
came with a new core,” Yandell 
ourselves ‘trust the Core; trust 
ultimately had to pull back and 
-
ready call on students to do these 
things.  We had to let those pro-
grams actually do their intended 
work.  We had to rest easy know-
ing that all Xavier students will, 
by virtue of  participating in the 
core, achieve a wide range of  
learning outcomes already identi-
Xavier degree.” 
With the new core imple-
mented in the coming semesters, 
the university hopes that students 
-
ing for classes. 
“A Bust of a 
Woman’s Head” 
by an unknown 
artist sits in the 
Honors Lounge 
along with other 
works of art 
and a variety of 
Yandell helps a 
student in the 
Honors Lounge 
located on the 
the new director 
of the University 
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Learn more about Earth Day 
at Xavier
Campus News Editor Ray 
Humienny discusses why 






Xavier Theater caps its sea-
son with Jonathon Larson’s 




Sports, pages 6 
When rying to decide which 
section of  a class to take next year, 
keep in mind that choosing a class 
with a female professor may mean 
that the instructor is getting paid 
less than her male counterparts.
According to a new study 
from the Chronicle of  Higher 
Education, the ever-present wage 
gap between male and female pro-
fessors at universities is shrink-
ing but is still very much a real 
phenomenon. 
On a local level, colleges 
and universities in the Greater 
Cincinnati area are affected by 
the wage gap, at a rate of  13 per-
cent in Ohio and 11 percent in 
Kentucky. The gap was largest 
at the University of  Cincinnati, 
where female professors earn, on 
average, 14 percent less than their 
male colleagues. 
In ranking local schools, the 
second worst was Miami at 13 
percent, followed by Northern 
Kentucky University at 9 percent. 
Xavier University registered at 
only 2 percent, by far the best in 
the region. 
The report also raises major 
questions regarding the alloca-
tion and budgeting of  universities, 
as well as overall salaries, which 
for the most part have decreased 
locally. 
But where is the money once 
allocated to professor’s sala-
ries going? By some accounts, 
it is being transferred to bloated 
athletic departments that fail to 
stay in the black, and to what 
President of  the Ohio Conference 
of  the American Association 
of  University Professors John 
McNay calls “Administration 
a “proliferation of  expensive up-
per-level administrators and ad-
ministrative activities.”
According to Benjamin 
Ginsberg of  the (Washington 
Monthly), one of  the most not-
ed cases of  this occurs at “The 
University of  Maryland at College 
Park which employs six vice presi-
dents, six associate vice presidents, 
assistants to the president and six 
assistants to the vice presidents.”
It is possible that Xavier’s 
smaller wage gap in comparison 
to other local schools is due to 
proper budget allocation, mean-
ing that a school clearly not short 
-
sure that all of  its staff  are treated 
equally, even if  there may be an 
-
tions, but there is no concrete data 
to support this. 
Although the wage gap at 
Xavier is signigicantly lower tha 
its regional counterparts, the fact 
remains that universities will have 
to continue working toward gen-
der-equal pay for some time in 
order to eventually eradicate the 
gap fully.
Xavier leads in closing wage gap for professors
BY MICAH PRICE
Staff  Writer
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BY ERICA LAMPERT
Staff Writer
XavierFest for the student body on 
April 29, and it is rumored that this 
year will be the best yet. 
XavierFest originated as a new 
idea to help boost attendance to 
the Student Activities Council 
(SAC) events that the previous 
Cintas Concerts lacked. SAC did 
not want to completely get rid of  
the concert for students, but they 
wanted to stop wasting students’ 
money on something with low at-
tendance. XavierFest wasnt meant 
to replace these concerts, however 
due to its success, SAC has allowed 
XavierFest to replace the Cintas 
Concerts for good.
“XavierFest has now replaced 
the Cintas Concert Series, and our 
attendance is greater than it had 
ever been at any Cintas Concert 
held in the past,” Chair of  SAC’s 
University Spirit Committee Zeina 
Farhat said. “Last year, we had 
2,400 students attend XavierFest, 
making it the most student-attend-
ed event on campus—including 
basketball games.” 
SAC started this emerging art-
ist festival to see whether or not 
Xavier students would enjoy the 
experience of  an outdoor concert. 
The event started off  with student 
bands, and has continued to grow 
each year in the popularity of  the 
main act. In the past, SAC has had 
several headliners such as Well 
Reds, Tyler Hilton and Smallpools. 
This year, SAC has collaborated 
with the Student Government 
Association (SGA) to have the 
Canadian reggae fusion band 
Magic! play at XavierFest. Magic! 
is most well known for their debut 
single, “Rude”, which peaked at 
number one in several  countries, 
including the U.S.
“We call it an emerging artist 
festival because the line-up consists 
of  artists who we perceive as on 
the rise in the music industry. The 
openers and the headliner have 
huge potential musically to break 
through,” Farhat said. “Since pretty 
much every student at Xavier has 
heard the song ‘Rude’ we thought 
Magic! would be a great emerging 
band to bring in that was in our 
price range.” 
SAC and SGA were also able to 
bring in Lauren Eid, DNK and My 
Body Sings Electric for this year’s 
acts. The Filharmonics will also be 
an opening act and may be recog-
nized by students for their appear-
ance in the movie “Pitch Perfect 2.” 
“XavierFest is intended to intro-
duce Xavier’s campus to new artists 
of  different genres” Farhat said. “We 
have had a history of  artists who SAC 
has brought to Xavier’s campus, in-
cluding WALK THE MOON, Ben 
Rector and The Hunts (now touring 
with O.A.R) who have become pretty 
big names in the industry today,”  
This year’s vendors will include 
Skyline Chili, Coca-Cola(Monster), 
Delicio Coal Fired Pizza, The 
Pop Shop, United Dairy Farmers, 
Empanadas Aqui, C’est Cheese 
Food Truck, Harvest Mobile 
Cuisine, Hungry Bros Food Truck 
and Kaimelsky’s Hot Dog Truck. 
“There’s going to be 10 differ-
ent food trucks for the students to 
experience and they’re all going to 
be really good,” Farhat said. “We 
even have some returning venders 
coming back this year as well.” 
As always there will also be free 
merchandise for Xavier students to 
enjoy such as free T-shirts, cups, 
frisbees and other small items. 
All students are expected to 
have their All Cards handy this year 
as only Xavier students are allowed 
to attend the festival and enjoy the 
free food. SAC encourages all stu-
dents to come and make this year 
the largest attendance at XavierFest 
ever. 
XavierFest will take place on 
the Greenspace on April 29th 
beginning at 4 P.M. Magic! is 
scheduled to perform at 8.
XavierFest promotes new artists 
XavierFest will take place April 29th on the Xavier Green. The even will feature live music and free food for students.





What would you 
do... for a parking 
spot?
 
April 11, 11:57 a.m. – Xavier 
Police and Cincinnati Police re-
sponded to a report of  a robbery 
at gunpoint in the 1600 block of  
Potter Place. Three male subjects 
and took an iPhone 6 and three 
dollars during the offense. No 
one was hurt.
April 12, 3:00 p.m. – An of-
from the lower level of  the resi-
dential mall.  
April 12, 4:51 p.m. – A stu-
dent reported damage to his or 
her apartment door in the Village 
Apartments. 
April 12, 4:53 p.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Cincinnati Police 
at the Marathon gas station in the 
3600 block of  Montgomery Road 
for a possible robbery. Upon ar-
rival it was determined it was a 
dispute between a customer and 
Edited by: Jessica Griggs
griggsj1@xavier.edu
an employee in the store. Norwood 
Police handled the situation. 
April 13, 12:43 p.m. – A stu-
dent reported an unknown person 
breaking the window of  his or her 
apartment at U-Station. 
April 14, 7:50 a.m. – Physical 
Plant reported damage to the el-
in Fenwick Place. 
April 14, 5:47 p.m. – Xavier 
Police stopped a car for an expired li-
cense plate at the Village Apartments. 
Subjects were advised of  the viola-
tion and sent on their way. 
April 15, 2:20 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Cincinnati Police 
with an auto accident on Victory 
Parkway and Ledgewood Drive. 
April 15, 10:28 p.m. – Xavier 
Police cited a student for an 
open container of  alcohol at the 
O’Connor Sports Center.  
April 16, 7:09 p.m. – At the re-
quest of  Norwood Police, Xavier 
Police responded to the 200 block 
of  Wayland Avenue for a large dis-
orderly crowd. Two students were 
cited for underage drinking. 
April 17, 1:56 p.m. – A student 
reported his or her vehicle parked 
in the West Lot was broken into 
and a cellphone charger was taken.
BY REGINA WRIGHT 
Staff  Writer
 Saudi Arabia has warned the 
U.S. government it will sell up to 
$750 billion worth of  treasury 
securities and other American 
assets if  Congress passes a bi-
partisan bill that would allow the 
families of  victims of  terrorists 
attacks on U.S. soil to sue for-
eign governments. 
Saudi Foreign Minister Adel 
al-Jubeir made the announce-
ment while visiting Washington 
in March. The bill is co-spon-
sored by Sen. Chuck Schumer, 
(D-New York) and John Cornyn 
(R-Texas).
The Obama administration 
applied pressure to Congress 
to block the bill from passing 
after weeks of  discussing the 
consequences that could arise. 
Department and the Pentagon 
warned senators the bill could 
cause diplomatic and economic 
backlash. 
Economists are skeptical if  
Saudi Arabia would stay true to 
its threat since selling billions 
of  dollars of  American assets 
likely cause global turmoil for 
which they would be held re-
sponsible. It could also desta-
bilize the American dollar, to 
which the Saudi riyal is pegged. 
“The impact of  the sale of  
the treasuries is not clear. It is 
possible that the sale decreases 
the price of  the treasuries and 
pushes up the interest rate, 
which could impact interest rate 
sensitive investment and con-
sumption spending,” Economics 
Professor Dr. Ellen Hurst said. 
“It is also possible that the im-
pact of  the sale has an imper-
ceptible impact on the treasury 
market. We do not have enough 
information to say anything with 
certainty.”
In the past, families of  9/11 
victims have tried to hold Saudi 
royal family members, Saudi 
banks and charities responsible 
-
ism through U.S. courts, but 
were blocked due to the 1976 
Foreign Sovereign Immunities 
Act. 
The act raises the questions 
of  whether a foreign sovereign 
nation can be sued in U.S. courts. 
-
nied any connections with 
Sept. 11 plots, and the 9/11 
Commissions found “no evi-
dence that the Saudi government 
as an institution or senior Saudi 
organization.” 
However, the narrow word-
ing of  the commissions’ report 
left skeptics questioning if  less 
of  the Saudi government could 
have had parts in the attacks. 
Fifteen of  the 19 hijackers 
were also Saudi nationals, and 
in February, the “20th hijacker” 
Zacarias Moussaoui pleaded guilty 
to participating in an al-Qaeda 
conspiracy connected to 9/11 and 
claimed members of  the Saudi 
royal family supported al-Qaeda. 
A 2002 Congressional inquiry 
into the 9/11 attacks produced 
a 28-page report, including 
conclusions about evidence of  
at the time and participating in 
plots. The report remains clas-
2003 to publish it to the public. 
“I think it’s a great idea, but 
realistically and politically it 
won’t pass because it could jeop-
ardize international policy and 
relationships,” sophomore eco-
nomics major Tess Sommer said. 
Passage of  the bill would 
eliminate a nation’s sovereign im-
munity from being sued if  they 
are found responsible for terror-
ist attacks that kill Americans on 
U.S. soil. If  the bill passes both 
Congress houses and is signed 
by President Obama, then it 
would allow the Saudi govern-
ment to be examined in the 9/11 
lawsuits that would follow. 
“Foreign governments need 
to be cognizant of  what their 
residents are doing,” sopho-
more Tyler Bates said. “If  those 
people attack me, I think that 
country’s government is partially 
responsible.”
Restrictive travel bill to pass
Republican candidate Donald Trump promises to tighten Muslim immigration into the U.S. if he becomes the next president.
Photo courtesy of telegraph.co.uk
U.S. cautioned 
by Saudi Arabia 
April 13, 11:45 p.m. – 
Physical Plant reported that 
someone had uprooted a “no 
parking” sign near Ledgewood 
Drive and Victory Parkway. 
Saudi Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeir and U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry 
discuss the consequences of Congress passing the controversial 9/11 bill. 
Photo courtesy of  www.rt.com
Several weeks ago, Donald 
Trump was heavily criticized 
for his scathing comments 
about the maneuverability of  
Muslims in and out of  the 
U.S. 
He promised America that 
upon his inauguration, move-
ment of  people of  Muslim 
faith would be heavily re-
stricted and many American-
Muslims would be “sent back” 
to their home countries. 
Much of  the criticism of  
Trump’s statements comes 
from the groundlessness of  
fear he espoused in his rheto-
ric, which include misinter-
pretations of  current interna-
tional events. 
The sitting government is 
making a more calculated re-
striction of  movement. 
The Senate passed a bill 
today by a 95-3 majority that 
restricts freedom of  travel 
through airports. The bill is in 
direct response to the terrorist 
bombing attacks of  an airpot 
and train stations in Brussels. 
The response by the Senate 
constitutes the most com-
prehensive review of  secu-
rity through airports in a de-
cade, although the House has 
stopped its passage due to dis-
crepancies with privatization 
of  air traffic control. 
The Senate was able to by-
pass the discrepancies, and the 
restrictive measures now in-
clude an increase in teams of  
bomb-sniffing dogs, a higher 
level of  inspection for bags at 
baggage claims and a longer 
vetting process for all airport 
employees.
“Travel [will become] more 
safe and secure and more pas-
senger friendly,” John Thune, 
chairman of  the Senate Science, 
Commerce and Transportation 
Committee said. 
Some of  the personal perks 
for passengers will be mon-
etary compensation for lost 
baggage and improvements 
to airports.
The bill also provides 
a provision for the exten-
sion of  the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s jurisdiction 
up until September 2017. 
Right now, that jurisdiction 
is due to expire on July 15. 
This is the issue the House 
has with the bill. 
Their dispute over priva-
tization of  air traffic control 
is holding up the progress of  
a bill that Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell said, “will 
make important strides for 
out national security and for 
travelers. It does so with-
our increasing fees or taxes. 
It does so without imposing 
heavy-handed regulations 
that can stifle consumers’ 
choice.”
If  the bill passes, the larg-
est airport security increase 
in a decade will take place in 
response to an international 
act of  terrorism. 
BY MAX BRUNS 
Staff  Writer
there. And I know that rejection is something I need-
ed to be able to take and eventually learned to take. I 
job that they weren’t even enjoying senior year.
So let me explain. My outlook is that everything 
will work out, no matter how much it seems like it 
isn’t going to. I know I’ll get a job offer instead of  a 
rejection. I know that there’s a job out there waiting 
for me, and I know that I may not absolutely be in 
it won’t be a forever sort of  thing. I’m sure I’ll have 
several jobs in my lifetime, and I’m sure that I’ll love 
some more than others. One thing I know for sure is 
that I will end up where I’m supposed to be, and I’ll 
eventually wake up every day, eager to do what I love. 
 My advice to everyone is this – don’t let the job 
process completely bring you down. Don’t let it take 
away your happiness. Senior year is supposed to be 
full of  fun times and making memories with the 
friends who became family over the past four years. 
your senior year experience. We only get to be under-
graduates once, so make every minute count.
You don’t want to look back on your senior year 
and wish that you did it all differently, wish that you 
spent less time worrying and more time enjoying life. 
Live every day to the fullest, put your best effort for-
ward when it comes to applying to jobs and give it 
you’ll realize that 
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One thing I want every parting senior and those 
embarking toward senior year to know is that every-
thing will be ok. Senior year, while it’s fun, is also one 
of  the most stressful years in college. Applying for 
jobs, preparing for interviews, making killer resumes 
and writing cover letters upon cover letters can be 
stressful, but there’s one thing during this year that 
I’ve always kept in mind: It’ll all be okay. 
 I often get so stressed out about things that are 
out of  my control. This year, I learned to take every-
thing day by day, trying to be as positive as possible 
when it came to planning for my future. I wanted 
to focus on getting jobs, schoolwork and still make 
enough time to have a social life. I wanted to make 
the most of  every minute I had at college, but balanc-
ing all these things proved to be more stressful than 
anticipated.
been the case. I knew it wouldn’t be a walk in the 
park, but I didn’t expect it to be as overwhelming as 
it became. I found myself  constantly thinking about 
what my next move in life would be and I would be-
members, friends and mentors, I began to see I didn’t 
necessarily need to know the exact path that I needed 
to be on. I knew that I had a destined path, and I 
also knew that I had time to explore what exactly that 
path would be. 
 There wasn’t a day that went by (and there still 
I tried to apply for jobs every day to get myself  out 
there. I had interviews and phone interviews and, 
even when I was rejected, I kept my head up and 
continued to truck through the job application pro-
cess. It got frustrating at times to have to go through 
this process over and over again, but I knew that it 
needed to be done.
I saw many of  my friends go so far in the inter-
view process only to get rejected in the end, and it 
Everything will be okay
Ray Humniney is Campus 
News Editor at the Newswire. He 
is a senior applied physics major from 
Steubenville, OH.
Xavier taught me to balance it all
Allison Wisyanski 
is the Arts & 
Entertainment Editor 
at the Newswire. She 
is a senior English ma-
jor from Pittsburgh. 
A part of  growing up is realizing you’re not a kid anymore – physically, at least.  
To attest to this, I’ve barred any media that contains the terms “graduation,” “adulthood” or “grace pe-
-
ies. Unfortunately, I burned out quickly, and I began to experience signs of  early onset senioritis sometime in 
March. Luckily for me, my only symptom thus far consists of  weekly “I can’t even” pings, usually rendering me 
academically inert for one or two hours.  
-
jor with a concentration in Asian studies aiming to become a VICE News hipster?
If  there’s anything I’ve learned from posing this question to myself  time and time again, it’s that labeling 
to a laboratory simply because I put my imagination in the backseat. It took me four years to look past dis-
As a result of  this, I began to grow more appreciative of  the things I actually loved doing, and slowly 
but surely, my apathy dissipated. However, with the decision to pursue an alternative career path came hard 
-
edged the fact that I would still be crunching numbers.
in grad school is truly an opportunity like no other. I feel as though my work has paid off  in some sense, 
though that might just be the senioritis talking. I know I’ve got a long way to go post-Xavier.
to be a big waste of  time. There is absolutely no reason the remainder of  this semester should be anything 
but an existential bitch fest.
Xavier has made me recognize so much potential within myself  through the help of  my friends, and I 
owe them the world in return. Without their help, I’d be stuck trying my hardest to become something I’m 
not, and I will always be grateful for that. I hope they know that despite my present grumpiness with my 
with them.
If  I had to summarize my four years, I’d be summarizing everything my 
friends here taught me. From post-midnight IHOP trips to the late night Nerf  
growing up (jump back to the reminder that I am certainly not a kid, physically 
speaking).  
The most noteworthy bit of  advice I’ve encountered from everyone I’ve 
“Hallmark Card” on the cheesiness meter, I do not intend to undermine what 
I’ve learned from it. Don’t ever stop challenging what you presently are.
Take that Japanese class you’ve always been interested in, even though 
you’re a chemistry major. Go to O’Connor even if  you haven’t the slightest 
idea what a macro is. Stop being sorry you don’t have the time and make the 
time instead. Once you do, you’ll begin to shape who you will become and 
live presently knowing that you’ve made a happier you.
but that man wants the best for 
me and for the rest of  the stu-
dents. That statement still makes 
me feel both profoundly sad and 
loved. I will carry it with me for 
the rest of  my life. Sir, I don’t 
know who you are or if  you will 
ever read this, but I want to be 
the kind of  man that you are. 
I hope I leave some sort of  
legacy, but mine will likely be 
quiet. However, I whisper my 
deepest gratitude as loudly as this 
paper will allow me to Physical 
Plant. We have been able to suc-
ceed because of  you.




Thinking about  the  people  we  don’ t
Students certainly do not ap-
preciate the faculty and staff  of  
their university enough, and I am 
just as guilty as everyone else in 
that regard. However, let’s look at 
this for a moment.  
Professors deserve more 
thanks and appreciation than 
many students give them, espe-
cially those who go above and be-
yond for students. Administrators 
should get a little more thanks for 
keeping the university running. If  
you ran down the extensive list of  
people who work at the university 
and think about all the ways that 
these fellow hard-working human 
beings go unappreciated, you 
would certainly think about being 
a little more polite, I’m sure. 
If  you went down the list in 
your mind, what are the chances 
that you thought of  Physical 
Plant? In my four years at Xavier, 
I am seriously disappointed in 
how little appreciation I have 
shown our fantastic Physical 
Plant staff.
How often have we students 
walked by an operations and 
maintenance staff  member and 
not greeted them or thanked 
them for their work? Just because 
take out the trash, mow the lawn, 
landscape or clean bathrooms 
does not mean that we should 
not thank them or at least greet 
them. 
In four years, I have never 
thought that our carpets were not 
clean enough. There are no bath-
rooms on campus that I would 
avoid because they aren’t clean. 
Our campus has beautiful trees 
and immaculate lawns. No trash 
our power goes out on a week-
end, you can guarantee it will be 
back up within a couple of  hours.
smooth walls and comfortable air. 
Xavier University owes as much 
of  a debt to physical plant as we 
do to professors with tenure. Our 
school would not continue with-
out the dozens of  staff  members 
that keep it running. It is as much 
their school as it is ours. 
to appreciate the people who 
made their experience a positive 
one, and I want to thank Physical 
Plant. I lived in Brockman Hall 
my second year, so I have a par-
ticular gratitude to the staff  of  
those two buildings. However, 
I have to thank the entire staff  
who have maintained the school 
throughout. I have a couple of  
memories that I would like to 
share that stick in my mind and 
represent the reason I have such 
love for Physical Plant. 
think I saw Mr. Jerry Vierling ev-
ery day, and I doubt he ever failed 
to share a friendly greeting if  we 
walked by each other or shared 
the elevator. Though we never 
had a substantive conversation, 
the simple shared kindness will 
always stick in my mind. 
There was a stretch when 
I would assist Andrew Utz, 
Newswire Distribution Manager, 
in delivering the paper early 
Wednesday mornings. One day, 
I dropped off  a stack in the 
Buenger Hall lobby and went to 
the drinking fountain for a mo-
ment as two Physical Plant em-
ployees entered. They did not 
see me drop it off  but must have 
been able to tell that the paper 
was new. As I exited, I watched 
both of  them grab a copy with 
excitement and put it under their 
arms as they walked to their des-
tination. I immediately texted 
to inform her of  what I just wit-
nessed. I knew at least two people 
who cared about the Newswire. 
This fall, I was walking across 
the front of  Alter Hall to class and 
saw a young gentleman working 
on some landscaping. We made 
eye contact, and he enthusiasti-
cally greeted me and asked how 
I was. I greeted him back and 
made some comment about how 
school was getting me down. As 
I walked by, he told me to stay in 
school and persevere, so I could 
do great things and wouldn’t end 
up like him.
As I walked away, that struck 
me deep in the heart. He doesn’t 
know me, and I don’t know him, 
Xavier University 
owes as much of  a 
debt to Physical Plant 
as we do to profes-
sors with tenure. 
Our school would 
not continue without 
the dozens of  staff  
members that keep 
it running. It is as 
much their school as 
it is ours. 
- Nick Bergeman 
Nick Bergeman is a staff  colum-
nist at the Newswire. He is a senior 
Digital Innovation Film & Television 
and English double major from Detroit
lege, teaching me more about 
Pokémon than I ever wanted to 
know, the sore body on Mondays 
after tournaments, the eight hour 
car rides through snow and rain, 
the late night practices in January 
and for giving me teammates 
whom I regard as some of  my 
closest friends and have changed 
me into the person I am today. I 
will miss you immensely. 
Thank you, Xavier, for four 
amazing years.  
And thank you for reading.
Grant F. Vance is the Managing 
Editor at the Newswire. He is a senior 
English & Digitial Innovation Film and 




ries of  nights staying up late do-
ing homework, hours spent in 
the caf  and memories made with 
people whom you will regard as 
your best friends. At times, it has 
all blurred together for me and 
left me breathless, either from 
exhaustion or awe. It’s kind of  
like when you listen to a favorite 
piece of  music: you’re listening 
for the good parts, singing along 
and enjoying each moment until 
suddenly you realize it’s over and 
all you want to do is listen to it 
again.
The last few weeks of  my se-
nior year before graduation are 
time at Xavier, compacted into a 
few short weeks. Though it terri-
oftentimes, good. The transition 
just makes things awkward.  
In such a fast-paced world, it 
is easy to lose sight of  the things 
that matter and the people who 
have touched our lives. However, 
do not ever underestimate the 
impact of  being kind to someone 
or taking a moment to appreciate 
those who have helped you on 
your way. 
-
grad races by, I encourage ev-
eryone to stop, take a second to 
people who helped make our un-
dergrad years memorable. Don’t 
worry, I’ll start. 
Thank you, Manresa 
Orientation, for carrying all of  
my things into my dorm room 
and for giving me a group of  
about a dozen people who I 
never really interacted with again 
Tim, he’s cool. 
the incessant emails and remind-
ers about deadlines and forms 
that needed to be handled in 
order for me to go run around 
and toss a disc. And thank you 
for the invaluable leadership ex-
perience that gave me something 
to talk about in interviews and 
helped land me a job for after 
graduation. 
Thank you, Xavier Pep Band, 
for teaching me to be creative 
when it comes to heckling play-
ers at women’s basketball games 
when there are hardly any fans 
there and for taking me across 
the country to new fantastic des-
tinations to cheer on a team that 
I have come to love. And thank 
you for giving me better friends 
than I ever expected. Meeting 
Bill Murray was fun, too. 
Thank you, Newswire, for sup-
pressing my desire to write with 
Oxford commas, at least for now, 
and teaching me that it’s not pos-
sible to have an all-male a capella 
group with female members. 
-
ment, for the late nights writing 
should have started a month be-
fore and for reinforcing that say-
always good, especially when you 
are making up what you’re saying 
Thank you, economics de-
partment, for exhausting my 
demand for learning about eco-
nomics. You’re interesting, but 
I’d rather read Shakespeare than 
Adam Smith. 
delicious chocolate milkshakes 
and being open 24 hours, just in 
case I feel like getting a milkshake 
at 3 a.m. And thank you for your 
cheery employees who greet me 
so warmly whenever I have got-
ten a milkshake at 3 a.m. 
Thank you, University Station, 
for giving me a new room to live 
in junior and senior year that is 
close to campus. And thank you 
for the many hours of  sleep 
you stole while your construc-
tion workers drilled and worked 
before 8 a.m. right beneath my 
bedroom. 
Thank you, music depart-
ment, for taking up time the week 
due the same week. And thank 
you for the opportunity to play 
music and be part of  groups of  
people who love playing music 
and performing as much as I do. 
I couldn’t ask for better ensem-
bles of  which to be a part. 
Thank you, Xavier Ultimate, 
-
sage before I even got to col-
Thank you to  ever yone that  means anything
Jeff  Ullery is a copy editor at the 
Newswire. He is a senior English and 
economics double major from St. Louis.
A parting thank you to Physical Plant, Xavier’s unsung heroes
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Staff  Writer
NHL playoffs heat up
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No Gavitt Game: -
Mack Gets Extended:
-





















Xavier's 'Rent' sends off graduating seniors
Photos courtesy of twitter.com
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
Maya Farhat (bottom right) and Sean Burlingame (top left) are two of the six graduating senior theater majors who will be concluding their Xavier Theatre careers with "Rent."
Photo courtesy of hwa.com
Winston (pictured above as a baby) is a hyperintelligent gorilla and scientist with a penchant for close-range combat in "Overwatch."
Blizzard's 'Overwatch' changes the game
BY JAMES NEYER
Staff  Writer
Blizzard Entertainment is 
known for creating large uni-
verses with rich histories, such 
as their “Warcraft,” “Starcraft” 
and “Diablo” franchises. For 
these series, the core of  the story 
is depicted in game, with books 
and comics focusing on supple-
mentary storytelling. Their new 
game, “Overwatch,” is challeng-
ing this paradigm by telling the 
story primarily through animated 
shorts released online.
So far, Blizzard has released 
two animated shorts, “Alive” and 
“Recall,” alongside a cinematic 
trailer and a theatrical teaser. Two 
more shorts, six digital comics 
and a graphic novel are sched-
uled to be released leading up to 
the “Overwatch” May 24 release. 
These videos focus on four 
characters, their relationships 
with each other and Earth as a 
whole. The characters include 
the gorilla-scientist Winston, the 
shadowy mercenary Reaper, the 
time-jumping Tracer and the as-
sassin Widowmaker. Blizzard is 
straying from its normal realistic 
animation style, instead featuring 
a brightly coloured animation, 
which has been deemed “Pixar-
like” in quality.
“Overwatch” is a multiplayer 
One, Playstation 4 and Microsoft 
Windows. Instead of  focusing 
on different sets of  weapons and 
gear, “Overwatch” features play-
able heroes who serve one of  
four roles in unique ways. The 21 
heroes in the game can be com-
bined into a multitude of  teams 
with no restrictions, allowing 
characters with drastically differ-
ent viewpoints to play together 
even if  the characters are sup-
posed to despise one another.
Separating the gameplay and 
storytelling in this way will allow 
Blizzard to sidestep one of  the 
largest complaints about multi-
player games: lack of  storytell-
ing. Similar games have faced 
harsh criticism for their lacklus-
ter storytelling, with some like 
“Titanfall” forcing in a campaign 
which fell rather short. 
In addition, Blizzard is able 
to keep the story from being af-
fected by the gameplay. 
Other franchises impair 
Blizzard’s storytelling capabili-
ties, as certain functions of  the 
game limit what stories can be 
told.
While the videos released so 
far have only focused on a hand-
ful of  characters, sneak peeks of  
later developments show that 
“Overwatch’s” other characters 
will soon have their time in the 
spotlight. 
Though “Overwatch” itself  
is well-reviewed, its lore is an-
ticipated as much as its game-
play, showing that this separation 
seems to be working.
production of  the musical “Rent” 
from April 21-24. 
The show, loosely based on 
the opera “La Bohème” by Italian 
composer Giacomo Puccini, tells 
the multifaceted story of  young 
artists living in New York City and 
the challenges and struggles they 
1996 and has since won a Tony 
Award for Best Musical and a 
Pulitzer Prize. The production is 
under the direction of  Stephen 
The musical is known for the 
complexity of  its characters and 
its dedication to portraying a re-
alistic interpretation of  different 
sides of  humanity. Maya Farhat, 
a graduating senior, is playing 
the role of  Joanne, who is dating 
Maureen, the ex-girlfriend of  one 
of  the other main characters in the 
show. 
“It’s kind of  a little joke used at 
the beginning of  the play between 
Mark and all of  his friends, but as 
the play progresses, the audience 
gets to know Joanne and every-
thing she’s about,” Farhat said. 
“She’s a smart, independent 
lawyer who is introduced to all of  
Maureen’s friends and is sort of  
like the newcomer to the group.” 
The show’s cast and production 
teams have been working hard to 
prepare for opening night. 
“There is a lot of  preparation 
that goes into any role in a musi-
-
ent than anything I’ve played be-
fore. Since she is a lawyer and she 
comes from a family that is fully 
immersed in the judicial system, 
there is a lot of  legal jargon she 
uses in her songs, so research into 
that sort of  stuff  was super help-
ful,” Farhat said. 
“Vocally, this role is challenging 
but also so fun to sing. There’s a 
lot of  personality in Joanne’s lyr-
ics and melody lines. It’s been 
awesome.” 
Senior Sean Burlingame is a 
part of  the ensemble cast and will 
play a few roles in “Rent.” One 
role is Kyle, who was renamed 
from Gordon in the original pro-
duction to honor the high school 
theater director of  an incoming 
student who passed away weeks 
before their show opened. 
“This role involved researching 
a lot about the HIV/AIDS cri-
sis in the late ‘80s and early ‘90s. 
The support group is a group of  
people dealing with having AIDS, 
which was really a death sentence 
at the time,” Burlingame said.
“I sing that ‘reason says I 
should have died three years ago,’ 
which to me is such a tragic line. 
Even though he should have died, 
Kyle/Gordon struggles with the 
-
get regret, or life is yours to miss.’” 
Burlingame also plays The 
Man, a drug dealer.
“It’s really fun to play darker 
roles like (The Man). I had to do 
some research into the junkie cul-
ture of  the ‘90s, which is another 
thematic vein that runs through 
the show, since reusing needles was 
the primary non-sex way that HIV 
was transmitted,” Burlingame said. 
“For The Man, I really just have 
tried to embody this really sneaky, 
secretive persona, but at the same 
time I think he really loves the at-
tention he gets from the junkies 
who hound him. 
“The Man and Kyle exist 
on two really different ends of  
life, with The Man really being a 
representative of  the way HIV 
spread, and Kyle being a voice for 
people who struggled with their 
diagnosis.” 
The show, which will end the 
Theatre Department’s 2015-16 
-
duction for members of  the grad-
uating senior class. 
“This is my last show as a se-
little real,” Farhat said.
“Sounds pretty cliché, but I 
have really found my second fam-
ily with the theatre department. 
I’ve watched it grow from year 
one of  the major, and to see where 
we are now compared to other 
schools who have been around for 
years before us is incredibly hum-
bling and quite impressive. 
“Instead of  feeling sad when 
I leave, I know I’ll leave feel-
ing proud and hopeful for where 
long after my class has left.”
The production opens at 
7:30 p.m. this Thursday through 
Sunday,  Apr. 24 in the Gallagher 
Student Center Theatre. Tickets 
cost $12 for students and faculty 
and $17 for general admission.




In honor of the day made to celebrate our won-
derful Mother Earth, we here at the Newswire 
decided to compile a few trivia facts about 
Earth Day and environmental conservation. 
Earth Day was created by US Senator Gaylord 
Nelson to inform people about the environ-
countries.
colleges and universities across U.S. 
It goes to show that with hard work and 
dedication to a truly noble cause, anyone 
Columbia University was able to draw more 
than one million people to New York City for 
the Earth Day event held in Central Park. 
-
legiate schedules.
It didn’t fall during Easter, spring break, or ex-
ams. It was originally placed on a Wednesday 
because Nelson believed it wouldn’t interfere 
with other mid-week events. 
What does  that mean? 
Earth Day has grown to become an interna-
-
versary, and there 
are a lot of things 
you can do. 
Join the Sustainability Club this 
week to celebrate the Earth, and 
remember to carry on the spirit of 
Earth Day throughout the year. 
toured the Greener Portions 
about the experience to learn 
more about the Greener Portions 
Throughout the week, keep an 
eye out for Sustainability Club’s 
table in front of the Hoff Dining 
Commons, and join in on the 
events they have in store for you. 
be hanging bat houses around 
campus. 
club is hosting a trip over to Moriah 
Pie, a sustainable pizza restaurant 
located right here in Norwood. 
It’s only open on Friday evenings, 
but the owners grow everything 





a day created with college students in mind.
This year’s theme is “Trees for the Earth.” The 
Earth Day Network is starting an ambitious 
Visit their website, earthday.org, to learn more 
about different campaigns and events hap-
pening in honor of Earth Day.
Donate.
For every dollar donated to the Earth Day 
Network, a tree will be planted. Donate as 
much as you want. It will make a difference.
Join in on any of the Earth Day events hap-
pening this week. Even though the Cincinnati 
Earth Day event already passed, Xavier’s 
Sustainability Club has a few events planned 
as well.
Share.
In this age of the Internet, nothing is private, 
and that can be a good thing. Spread the word 
about Earth Day and conservation with your 
friends, family and on social media.
Change.
Making a few simple changes to your daily 
routine can make a big difference when it 
comes to saving the Earth. Using less water, 
cutting back on pollution emissions... it all can 
go a long way when everyone does it.
Sustainability 
at Xavier
Join the green movement 
to save our Earth. Every 
little thing counts and 
can help to create a 
better, cleaner 
Earth that 
will continue 
to support 
human life. 
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BY LYDIA REAGAN
Staff  Writer
